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tacitly acknowledged by the more philosophical
religions ? Their adherents admit that the God of
philosophy is too abstract a Being to excite any
emotion ; he fades into Nature or the Unknowable,
and it is impossible to love one whom, by his very
definition, you can neither benefit nor injure and
whose omnipotence makes even justice a mockery.
Therefore, they make a God out of a man, and by
boldly combining in words two contradictory sets
of attributes, make what in theology is called a
mystery, and in common sense called by a different
name. Does not that amount to confessing that the
true source of morality is in the human affections of
like for like, and not in that sentiment towards a
transcendental object of which you have chosen to
make your definition ? And, finally, if we ask what is
the relation of theology to morality, from a historical
point of view, we see the same result. Undoubtedly,
theology has been a bulwark of morality in one way.
It has expressed the veneration of mankind for the
most deeply-seated customs of the race. It has been
the form through which, though not the cause owing
to which, men have expressed the importance of ad-
hering to certain established institutions of the
highest importance to mankind. Briefly, therefore,
it represents the conservative instincts. But, for
that reason? it has naturally lagged behind an ad-